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University of

Montana

Office of News and Publications
University of Montana
Missoula, Montana 59812-1301
(406) 243-2522
March 26, 1990

Dear editors, news directors and reporters:
The University of Montana will hold a press conference for
actor/artist George Montgomery at 2 p.m. Friday, March 30, in the
Paxson Gallery of the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
Montgomery, a Montana native who went on to star in Hollywood
Westerns, will be on campus Thursday afternoon and all day Friday
in conjunction with an exhibit of his work at the Paxson Gallery.
The exhibit continues through April 28.
Montgomery grew up near Conrad, the youngest of 15 children.
He attended the University of Montana for one semester before .
lighting out for Hollywood in 1937.
He started his film career as
a stuntman on horseback for $35 a day, but was soon established as
a cowboy film star.
He also won non-cowboy roles, playing opposite
leading ladies including Ginger Rogers, Betty Grable and Maureen
O ’Hara.
Besides an acting career that spans five decades, Montgomery
has gained acclaim as a furniture maker and artist.
He credits
fellow Montanan Charles M. Russell as his greatest inspiration.
His bronze sculptures, seven of which are currently on display in
the Paxson Gallery, are highly sought-after.
John Wayne had three
of Montgomery's sculptures in his collection.
We hope you or someone from your office will be able to attend
the press conference, and that the background information above
will be of help.
For more information, call Bryan Spellman at the
UM School of Fine Arts, 243-4970.
Sincerely,

Kristin Rodine
News editor
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